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guests and whose part in the discussions was inspiring and deeply
thoughtful. After one of these dinners I was paid a great
compliment. An Englishman, an official of long residence in
India, drove me home to my hotel in his car. " You have," he
said, '* to-night broken every unwritten law of the dinner-table.
You have made us all discuss subjects that are never mentioned
on such occasions. I have been many years in this country and
I have never had a similar experience. I think if we had done
this long ago the situation of to-day might never have come
about/'
To you, kindest of hostesses, Indian by birth and loyally
English, working in the true interests of both countries at whose
table I first met those cultivated men and women of both races,
I tender my thanks. It was in your house that my hopes of the
possibility for a new relationship between our races passed from
doubt to certainty. I thank you.
What the traveller can learn of India is of course very limited.
He can only come into contact with an almost infinitesimal
minority of the people. The rest is beyond his grasp. But he
can bring to bear upon his appreciation of the situation knowledge
acquired elsewhere in other countries where similar problems
exist of which the Englishman in India is often completely
ignorant. Comparative criticism is of value and the practised
and experienced observer can judge a situation often with as
much acumen and justice as the man who has followed it on the
spot. He can often see further and on a larger scale. His focus
is clearer. He has experiences on which to base his judgment
which are wanting to the other. He knows too the trend of world
and racial evolution which in the end cannot be arrested by
administrative measures and which can only be successfully met
by wise concession and increased understanding,
It has always struck me on my visits to India how little is
being done in the way of legitimate propaganda. It is true that
most of the Government officials and local authorities are too
overworked to be charged with this additional arduous under-
taking. It does seem however that much might be accomplished
by individual effort on the part of the unofficial classes particularly
amongst the students of the universities and schools* We are
too apt to dispense education rather as food is distributed to the
animals of a menagerie—and it would seem that the gulf is
almost as wide in many of the educational institutions as it is
elsewhere in India, We circulate amongst the youths the works

